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: In the month since I last waote, we have moved forward from
our staging area at VUNG TAU and are now deployed in the task force base
camp area around a small hill ealled NUI DAT. The chedce of the base
camp site wes based on a wide variety of factors. One of these was the re—-
guirement for a position which would allow communications coverage of the
area of operations, NUI DAT is & pimple in a large flat area, so we were
for-ed towards it. Unfortunately it is a steep and rough piece of ground
and as such was not attractive as a headquarters site. W¥e have therefore
finished up with the situation where the VHF radic elements of the squadron

are operating on the top of NUI DAT, remotely controlled from the task force
HQ, over about ¥ mile of cable.

This has its disadvantages of course but I believe that in
the longrun, for a base camp, the adv:ntages of having a good comfortable
site in a rubber plantation will outweigh the disadv niages of having to
operate some radioc detachments a little remote from the rest of the squad-
ron. I will enclose a map showing the location and layout of the task
force base.

Radio

With the task force having taken over oporaticnsl contrel in
the area, the command and telegraph nets are operating basically as en-
visaged by the establishment., OSub stations on the commsnd net are
5 RAR, 6 RAR, 3 SAS Sqgn, 1 APC Sqn, 1 Fd San, 161 Recce Flt, 1 ATF Legistie
Coy, Comd's Rover, CO 1 Fd Regt, Civil affairs LO. GSiations manned by
squadron operstors are 5 RAR, 6 RAR, 161 Recce Flt, Comd's Rover. Sub
stations on the telegraph net are 5 RAR, 6 RAR, 1 Fd Regt, 1 Fd Sqn and

At present all units except 161 Recce Fit are bused at NUL
DAT and present no commmnications problems at all. 161 Recce Flt is based
at the airfield at VUNG TAU; This presents no problems eiither at present
as there are excellent VHF communications to VUEG TAU from the site on
top of NUI DAT.

In addition to these standard communications, we provide a
couple of "funnies". The first one is for comwunications with the US
Army advisers at the loeal sector H. at BA RIA, just to our SOUTH. The
arrangement is that, since neither of us has the ability to join the
other's net permanently, we will come up on their net if we wish to com-
tact them and they will come up on ours if they wish te contact us. For
this purpose, we have an AN/PRC-25 on top of NUI DAT, with remote conmtrol
from the tactieal operatiomns centre (a'og.
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Again, for this requirement, we maintain a PiC-2% on top of
NUI DAT, with a remote control in the Signals Duty Officers' tent.
think possi

The other reguirement is for communications te alert the

casualty evacuaticn helicopers which are in support of us (DUSTOFF).
to contact them through the trunk telephone sy-tem or the alternate means,

which invelves contacting the tower at VUNG TAU airfield by radio (VHF)

and asking them to get the DUSTOFF aloft.
is available to the SO0 for any other miscellaneous ~ommunic-ticns requie—

contacts the air safety comtrol opersted at task force HQ and is directed
ments which come up during the day.

however, because of the scaxeity and value of these machines and their

day one of these helicopters is based on the task force helipad and is
readily contscted as a local extension off our switchbeard. By night,
crows,they are withdrawn to the air base at VUNG TAU,

from there.
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switchboard is now committed for 56 lines and is expected
before very long. For this reason, and for the reason
to be able to maintain base camp communications
force moves out on operations, I have submitted an RVE for
to the squadron equipment table.
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In addition to the vehicle SDS within the task force, there
is currontly being established an aerial SDS, using Sioux helicopter, to
link 1 ALSG, RAAF elements at VUNGTAU, 1 ATF, 2 F Force V and AFV.
proposals were that this would be a liaison officer’'s run
task of liaison and carrying despatcheé between the

However, the liaison Officer has not been forthcoming and sfter some initial

fumbling, the system has reverted to the mo-e satisfactory one for us, a

purely SDS run.



our two Iiis are stretched rather thinly and some ad-hoe ' are
necessary. (The bicycles do mot fully cope with the requirement).
Sigeen and telegraph terminal

From the time that radic relay circuits became available,
two secure teletype circuits have been operating from the telegraph ter-
minal (to AFV and 1 ALSG). Initi:lly, an attempt was made to operate these
circuits from the MGC~17. This proved to be impractical for a mumber of
reasons. We have been having guite a high fault rate with telegraph
machines and K¥~7s partioularly. Vith the confined space in the shelter,
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RAAF circuit. Currently this is an exclusive one-to-ome circuit betwsen
RAAF elemonts here and at VUNG TAU operated with RAAF personmmel and
equipment, but it is operated in our telegraph termimal for reasons of

¥ith this arrival we have reached the siage where we have to
produce for ourselves a layout with four oper-ting pesiticns (three working
and one spare) and one or two tape preparation positions, and the P of S
i® working on this now.

Because the sigeen is staffed largely with quite inexperiencad
people, we have had some initial difficulties in getting organised snd
sett .
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our range of equipment, but it
We have indented for the addit

requirements.
Signals Opersting Ins'ructioms (50Is)

A precedure we are employing here (to conform with US procedures)
“whmmnaty,!mm‘tohmumdsm
Signal Opersting Imstructieom (S0I). This is a document giving the inforw-
ation needed to oper=te the varicus signals facilities provided im the task
force. I will imclude a copy of the current one with this letter. It is
classified until the end of the month and then is normally destreyed.

The reason for the format of the S0I, using smsll pages is
thet there is available here a 4"x5" book with clear plastie pockets,
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major unit at a time.
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